Exploratory Course Offerings —2010/2011

Art
Art 6t grade

Students will experiment with a variety of hands-on techniques to include weaving, paper
sculpture, and marker art. Using these projects, they will learn about the elements and
principles of design in an open and expressive environment.

Art 7'h grade

Students will use the elements and principles of design to transform personal experiences
into art forms. After an initial survey, students” interests will be considered for projects in
drawing, painting, sculpture, collage, and printmaking.

Art 8 grade Advanced (semester class)

Students should have had at least one quarter of art prior to enrolling for this class. This
class will explore drawing, printmaking, and painting in depth as well as explore career
possibilities in the arts. They will use materials and techniques to depict moods, ideas, and
teelings giving them a non-verbal means of expression. This will be achieved in an open and
expressive “studio” environment, working with small groups as well as individually.

Art 8" grade

Students will explore a variety of skills to include drawing and painting, weaving, as well as
collage and mixed media. They will design projects to reflect their personal experiences,
ideas, and feelings at their developmental level.

AVID
AVID is a program designed to help middle and high school students prepare for and
succeed in colleges and universities. Students in the program commit themselves to
improvement and preparation for college. AVID offers a rigorous program of instruction in
academic “survival skills” and college level entry skills. The AVID program teaches the
student how to study, read for content, take notes, and manage time. Students participate in
collaborative study groups or tutorials led by tutors who use skillful questioning to bring
students to a higher level of understanding

Creative Thinking
This course develops students' higher level thinking, problem solving, and research skills. It
provides challenging critical and creative problem solving opportunities and allows students
to make connections across disciplines through problem based learning activities.




Creative Writing
In this course designed for 7t and 8t grade students, students will produce a creative writing
portfolio using seven different writing genres. They will learn five alternate writing styles

designed to help develop their voices as writers.

Drama
Drama (Quarter) - This is an introductory drama course open to all grade levels.

Classroom activities will focus on developing your voice and body movement. You will
work in acting groups as well as perform a monologue and a dialogue in front of the class.

Drama (Semester) - This course is designed for 7% and 8% grade students that have
already taken Drama as a quarter class. Classroom activities will focus on developing
characterization and believability on stage, applying stage make-up, creating costumes, and
operating sound and lighting equipment. The class will perform a one-act play for the
students at LMS.

Environmental Studies
This science elective focuses on different types of pollution problems affecting our earth.
Valid web sites (U.S. Department of Energy) and current events are used to highlight
progress in reducing our carbon footprint.

Foreign Languages

Exploratory French
A preliminary class emphasizing basic French conversations, numbers, colors, etc. Students
explore French culture, history, geography and foods.

Exploratory German

This beginning class introduces students to basic conversations and includes numbers, colors,
activities, etc. Students also learn about geography and customs of Germany, Austria, and
Switzerland.

Exploratory Spanish
This is a preliminary class emphasizing basic conversations, numbers, colors, etc. Students
explore Hispanic culture, history, geography and foods.

German I



This year-long class earns high school credit. Students learn basic vocabulary and grammar —
including foods, shopping, family, school, weather, and activities. They incorporate these
into speaking, listening, reading and writing activities. Students also learn about the culture
and geography of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

German II

This year-long class earns high school credit. In this second year course, students expand their
vocabulary and grammar skills. They use a wider variety of topics as they increase fluency in
oral and written language.

Spanish I

This year-long class earns high school credit. Students learn basic vocabulary, the present
tense and beginning grammar through reading, writing, listening and speaking. Hispanic
culture, history, holidays, geography and foods are studied.

Spanish II

This year-long class earns high school credit. A continuation of Spanish I. In this class
students expand their vocabulary, learn the past tenses and write paragraphs using more
complex grammar. Longer listening, speaking and reading activities help increase fluency.

Health

This class focuses on health, nutrition and disease. Reproductive systems, mental health,
community safety topics are also covered in this nine week class.

Home Economics

6th grade Family Consumer Science
This exploratory course provides students basic concepts, skills, and competencies in food
selection, preparation, and nutrition. Also included are activities on consumer awareness,

family living and sewing,.

7th-8th grade Family Consumer Science

This exploratory course provides students intermediate skills and competencies in food
selection, preparation, and nutrition. Also included are activities on child care and
development, family relationships, and babysitting (American Red Cross certification).

Business Enterprise
This semester course introduces students to the world of work. Students develop skills and
competencies in culinary arts, critical thinking, and business management.




Humanities
Too often, students are unable to relate to cultural references made in reading selections or
classroom discussions because many have not been exposed to American culture due to their
family’s overseas assignment(s). This Humanities class will be taught from a historical and
societal perspective on American music, art, and history. For the 6 grade, the focus of the
class will be the decade of the 1980s-90s. 7th grade students will examine American society
from the 1970s to the 80s. An exploration of the 1960s to the 70s will be covered with the 8t
grade students.

Intercultural Education
In Intercultural Education (generally known at LMS as Host Nation Class), students study
the culture, geography and history of the UK. This is to enable them to develop a greater
understanding of the area where they are now living.

6" grade Intercultural Education

Topics include our area in the UK, a short study of the countries that make up the UK, the
origins of the UK population and multicultural Britain, an exploration of UK images, the
development and spread of the English language, differences between American and British
English, and sport in the UK with a special study of football (Soccer!)

7* grade Intercultural Education.

Much of the7" grade content compliments the DODEA Social Studies standards, as it is based
on UK geography. Themes include differences in physical and human characteristics of UK
regions, learning about Britain through the study of maps and map skills, UK weather, the
changing geography and land use of London and London as a tourist destination

8'h grade Intercultural Education

This course includes historical and political themes such as 20" century history of the UK,
including a special study of the ‘Home Front” and Blitz in the Second World War, analysis of
the development of the Welfare State and the development of a Multicultural Society. It also
examines the processes of government within the UK and their development over time,

including their influence in the spread of democratic government throughout the world.

Music
Advanced Chorus (show chorus)

Advanced Chorus students learn the fundamentals of sight reading music, sing in harmony,
and sing a canella. They participate in several concerts throughout the year including the

Alconbury music festival and experience a wide variety of choral music.



Beginning Chorus

Beginning Chorus students learn the basics of sight reading music, sing in harmony, and
sing a cappella. They participate in several concerts throughout the year and experience a
wide variety of choral music.

Beginning Band

The beginning band course is designed to introduce students to playing a woodwind, brass,
or percussive instrument. Students will learn how to play notes and basic rhythms, while
being continually challenged to play individually, in small groups, and in a large group
concert band setting. No experience or audition is required, but regular practice, a positive
attitude and strong effort is expected.

Advanced Band

The advanced band course is designed to acquaint students with advanced instrumental
music skills. Students will build on prior skills to play more complex rhythms, playing
individually, in small groups, and in a large group concert band setting. An audition is
required, as is regular practice, a positive attitude and a strong effort.

Beginning Guitar

This class introduces students to the study of guitar including chords, melodies, rhythms,
and reading music. They practice strumming and picking techniques, working with various
guitar styles and develop and build a music repertoire. There may be the opportunity for
students to perform in shows throughout the year.

Research Project
This course provides students with supplemental learning experiences with academic peers

ready for advanced learning.

Speech
This course is designed to give students in all grade levels the tools and strategies needed to
comfortably and effectively speak in formal situations. You will write and deliver six
speeches (introductory, interview, speech of personal experience, persuasive PowerPoint,
demonstration, and impromptu.)

Technology

Intro. To Video Communications

This course is designed to provide students in grades 7 through 8 with exploratory and
investigative activities dealing with camera functions, filming techniques, composition, non-
linear/linear editing, and computer animation/graphics.




Introduction to Programming Languages

This course uses languages that meet needs specified in the Essential Objectives, such as
Logo or BASIC. This hands-on laboratory course is designed to teach students the concepts,
skills and processes involved in programming a computer, to include significant experiences
with major language features. The focus of this section would be using computer
programming to program Flash using Action Script as the programming language for
animation and interactivity.

Computer Applications

This course is designed to assist students in applying a variety of computer technology and its
application to their daily lives. In additional to information literacy, the areas of technology
introduced may include word processing, spreadsheet, database, Internet, e-communication,
graphics, presentation and publications applications, and using digital and scanning

equipment.

Java Programming

Students will analyze a problem, design a solution, write the program needed to solve the
problem, test the program and make the necessary corrections in the program. Activities will
include hands-on programming, group and individual assignments and special projects.




